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Fr. Randy’s Rambling Ruminations:

  
I NEED YOUR HELP!! PLEASE TELL ME… 
HOW DO YOU WANT TO TO GROW SPIRITUALLY?  

Back in early 2017, when I was interviewed for rector of St. James, the search committee 
discussed and celebrated in detail the impressive prayer, mission & outreach of the parish 
and its impressive spiritual health. But it was also said to me more than once, that St. 
James was looking for a priest to help the parish go to the next level spiritually (whatever 
that means), delving deeper in spiritual formation and continuing to grow more and more 
into Christian maturity.  That mandate impressed me and I’ve taken it very seriously.  
 

There are many different interpretations as to what that means and how to go about it. 
This mandate can creates lots of excitement and an equal amount of apprehension and 
confusion. It elicits many reactions, and not all are positive. Some folks enjoy the comfort 
of the way things are and don’t want to change anything either personally or as a parish. 
Others don’t feel competent or spiritually ready for such a change. Some are chomping at 
the bit, while still others are afraid of how some parishioners may react to proposals that 
challenge our spiritual lives to go places that might feel intimidating. A few think that our 
parishioners are too old and set in their ways to want to learn to grow in ways that stretch 
them. Thus, a variety of reactions, fears, worries and hopes exist. How do we address our 
vastly diverse spiritual needs and still trust Jesus’ promise to take us where we don’t 
always want to go, by minimizing our anxiety & maximizing our faith. Love overcomes fear.   



The past couple of newsletters included some possible events during the next year such as 
a Parish-wide Spiritual Revival weekend designed to encourage and invite us to go deeper in 
our relationship with Jesus, a Praise and Worship evening designed to help us examine the 
core of what our relationship with Jesus means, an extended instructional series from an 
Evangelist-in-Residence to help develop better skills for sharing our faith with others as a 
“way of life” by initiating Christlike relationships, and other possibilities to draw us closer 
to Jesus and also inspire us to desire to share what we’ve received in more effective ways. 
 

While these are promising initiatives to help us go deeper in our spiritual formation as a 
parish and grow in maturity as individual Christians, they can also be seen as difficult and 
uncomfortable by some. So I’ve decided not to pursue any of this until I’ve heard from you.  
 

I NEED YOUR HELP IN DETERMINING HOW WE MOVE FORWARD WITH THIS 
MANDATE. What I would like to receive from each of you is feedback in the form of 
an email addressing how you would like to see the vision of deepening our spiritual life 
as a parish while growing individually in our Christian maturity. What does it mean to 
you to grow to the next level spiritually? How would you like to see that happen? Or 
do you? How do you want to grow spiritually? There’s no right or wrong answer. But I 
do ask that you pray about it and listen for God’s voice. Please sign your email so I 
can get in touch if I need clarification. This is too important a consideration in our 
parish life to move forward without your input, which is important to me. Even if you 
don’t have an opinion, or choose not to participate in any future initiatives, let me know 
anyway, because that too is important information to have.  
 

Thank you in advance for your help with this! Your input will be prayerfully considered as 
the vestry and I pray and discern how the Holy Spirit is calling us to move forward as a 
parish in the area of spiritual growth. And it will tell me if the search committee’s stated 
mandate is indeed still an accurate vision shared by the parish.  It will also better inform 
us in how to best move forward under the direction of Jesus’ quest to make us by grace 
what he is by nature.  
Fr. Randy+ 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Did You Know 2021 will be  
St. James’ 50th Anniversary?  

Put on your Thinking Caps about  
How we might CELEBRATE ! ! !  

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 



 
 

Blessing of the Animals and Hot Dog Cookout 
Saturday, October 5, 6 p.m.  

I used to have a sign in my office that said: “My Goal in life is to be the kind of person 
my dog thinks I am!” Such an adoring and forgiving creature he is, not to mention the 
comforting presence he offers! Most of us feel that way about our pets and animals. The 
Blessing of the Animals commemorates the witness of St. Francis of Assisi, whose love 
for all of God's creation is legendary. All creatures great and small are asked to gather 
on the grassy area behind the church...that means dogs, cats, mice, hamsters, horses, 
cows, pigs, goats, birds, fish, gorillas, giraffes, alligators, armadillos, possums, racoons, 
and snakes (yes, even snakes). All animals must bring their humans with them, 
preferably on a leash. Some pets may choose to hide in a cage, especially cats). During 
this brief service we will sing songs, sprinkle holy water and give thanks to God for all 
creation, but especially for the animal world, which not only helps, but also befriends us.  

Children of ALL ages are encouraged to bring their pets. If you don't have a pet, you 
can bring a small plant to be blessed. After the blessings, Chef Paul will serve some 
delicious, freshly grilled hot dogs for the human and we’ll have treats for the animals.  

Donations will be accepted to help support the Humane Society of Cedar Creek Lake. 
Items needed include Clorox bleach, laundry detergent (“HE” only), Dawn, heavy duty 
cleaning supplies, antibacterial dish soap, hand sanitizer, paper towels, toilet tissue, 
heavy duty 40 gallon 3-ply trash bags, cat litter, dog biscuits and cat treats, dry cat and 
dog food (no red dye), canned dog food (lamb or chicken & rice), 13 gallon trash bags, 
ink pens, notepads, old or new towels and blankets, white printer paper, metal food and 
water bowls, medical supplies (sponges, gauze, bandages), heavy duty water hoses, 
spray nozzles, postage stamps, You get the idea. Thanks for helping our furry friends!  

NOTE: Caretakers are responsible for taking up the collection of any voluntary 
“offerings” their animals may choose to donate to the church premises.  

 



If you have the opportunity to befriend non-Christians,  
Focus on things that will draw them close,  
Not the things that will drive them away.  
Make sure that when you leave a person,  

That he or she is closer to Jesus than when you first met them. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Safeguarding God’s Children and 
Sexual Harassment Prevention Training 

Required for Some / Available to ALL 
All vestry, key-holders, Sunday school and nursery ministry workers are required to complete 
the training. I’m pleased that many of you have finished the modules. If you haven’t yet 
completed the online courses, please do so as soon as possible. It’s easiest to allow an hour a 
day (about 6 hours required) spread over a couple of weeks. Or you can sit down and do it all on 
a Saturday afternoon. The beauty of the online access is that you can do the courses at your 
own leisure! Note: No nursery/Sunday school ministers will be scheduled until we have at 
least two adults currently certified, since at least two adults must be present at all times 
with the children. Anyone who is NOT required to complete the training, and would like to do 
it, please contact Bonnie Dill, and she’ll set you up with the computer link. Requiring this 
training of you is not personal in any way. Anyone with access to vulnerable people are required 
to do it, per our diocesan guidelines. Please contact Bonnie or me with questions or concerns.  
--Fr. Randy+ 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

T.E.A.C.H. (Theological Education After Coffee Hour) 
T.E.A.C.H. meets on Sunday mornings after Church during food and fellowship, starting around 
10:30 and lasting till about 11. Paul Lasiter is leading a class on the  Gospel of St. John!  
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

10th ANNUAL FISH FRY  
6PM, Friday, September 20, benefitting the St. James’ Sharecropper Garden that 
supports the community. Any extra funds may be designated to our many mission 
and outreach projects. But St. James does not benefit directly from any of the 
proceeds except to support our community garden’s needs.  
 

This year the price has increased from $12.50 to $15, but that’s still a steal for 
the joy of indulging in Chef Paul’s best tasting (by far) “all you can eat catfish” 
anywhere near Cedar Creek Lake—and maybe all of Texas--OK, let’s not get carried 
away! Oh, and includes your drinks! Bring a friend or neighbor!  See you there! 
 



20th Annual Adopt-a-Family Golf Tournament &  
Holy Smoke Barbecue on Monday, Oct. 7!!! 

The tournament will be at Cedar Creek Country Club. Chili Dog Lunch starts at 11:30 a.m.   
Shotgun start at 12:30PM. 
Holy Smoke BBQ Dinner/with beer at St. James Church immediately following golf 
 
It is a “scramble” format.  Entry fee will be $75 per player, which includes green fee, cart if you  
need one, lunch and dinner.  You may bring guests to the dinner for a cost-covering fee of $15  
each.  Mulligans, which also function as raffle tickets, can be purchased in advance or at the  
registration desk.  The cost is 3 for $10.00 or 8 for $20.00.  There is no limit on the number of  
mulligans/raffle tickets you can buy.  You may enter four players as a team, or 1 to 3 players as 
a partial team.  The club will match you up to fill out the foursome.  Registration form is enclosed.   
Call with any questions. 
 
If you, or your business, would like to be a Hole Sponsor, signs are available at $200.  If you wish  
to sponsor a hole and a team, we’ll give you a $50.00 discount. We will post a sign, with whatever  
name you provide, on the tee box of one of the holes.  You may provide your own sign if you wish. 
 
Please remember that all proceeds go to help the families and to other charities.  St. James does  
not benefit financially. We help families at Christmas and throughout the year with donations to  
MAGS, Angel Food, Forever Families, etc.  Our recipients need help all year, not just Christmas. 
 
Sincerely, 
Marshall Barton   Committee Members:    
Committee Chair  Nancy Barton  Rita Files  Terry Dahlman    

Carol Mayo  Sunny Lasiter  Paul Lasiter 
PS – HOW WOULD YOU LOOK DRIVING NEW WHEELS?  YEP, THANKS TO OUR  
FRIENDS AT ELDER CHRYLSER/DODGE/JEEP/RAM – CEDAR CREEK,  
A HOLE-IN-ONE ON #17 PUTS YOU BEHIND THE WHEEL OF A BRAND NEW RIDE! 

 
Thursdays at 1 PM: “Making Relationships in Christ” 

Make a Friend / Be a Friend / Bring a Friend to Christ 
We are nearing the end of our discussions of the amazing book: THE 9 ARTS OF 
SPIRITUAL CONVERSATIONS: Walking Alongside People Who Believe 
Differently… This is a study about sharing Jesus’ love through relational evangelism (with 
our ears, eyes and hearts as much as our mouth). Topics covered in this book include 
noticing, praying, listening, asking questions, loving, welcoming, facilitating, serving 
together, and sharing. The last chapter title kind of summarizes the book’s goal: FROM 
CUPS OF COLD WATER TO RIVERS OF LIVING WATER. It’s not too late to join our 
personal explorations. Come join us! The remaining dates are on the next page!  
Here are the remaining topics & dates of the Thursday classes:  
 September 5: Facilitating  September 12: Serving Together 
 September 19: Sharing our Faith September 26: Summary Review 



Alpha Course for Refresher and Enquirers 
Faith	Renewal	for	ALL	

PREPARATION for CONFIRMATION, RECEPTION & REAFFIRMATION of VOWS	
The	 Alpha	 Course	 is	 a	 wonderfully	 practical	 and	 entertaining	 introduction	 to	 the	 Christian	 Faith,	
intended	for	new	Christians	and	non-Christians	who	simply	want	to	further	explore	the	Church's	Faith,	
and/or	be	prepared	for	the	sacrament	of	Confirmation.	It's	ALSO	for	mature	Christians	who	are	looking	
for	 a	 refresher	 course	 in	 the	basics	 of	 the	 Faith,	 and/or	who	desire	 to	 reaffirm	 their	 baptismal	 vows.	
Bishop	Sumner	will	be	with	us	on	Sunday,	December	1,	for	confirmations,	receptions	and	reaffirmations.		
	

The	 format	 is	 a	DVD	presentation	 followed	by	 a	 brief	 discussion.	Alpha	 is	 a	 safe	 place	 to	 share	one's	
doubts,	concerns	and	questions	without	fear	of	ridicule.	 	 If	you	have	friends	who	would	like	to	attend,	
please	 invite	 them.	 Obviously,	 no	 one	 is	 obligated	 to	 get	 confirmed,	 but	 the	 course	 will	 hopefully	
provide	enough	information	to	make	that	decision	easier.	There	will	be	a	sign	up	sheet	on	September	1.		
	
Below	you	will	find	a	schedule	of	classes.	Attendance	is	important	as	the	classes	build	on	one	another.	
However	there	is	no	requirement	for	attendance	except	for	those	who	intend	to	be	confirmed	(they	are	
expected	 to	 attend	 at	 least	 75%	 of	 the	 classes).	 	 Please	 consider	making	 a	 personal	 commitment	 to	
yourself	to	not	miss	any	classes	unless	for	a	very	serious	reason.		That	small	discipline	will	pay	off.		
Most	classes	are	4	PM	on	Sunday	afternoon.	Aside	from	those,	3	classes	in	November	will	take	place	
during	TEACH	and	one	Saturday	afternoon	incorporates	the	study	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	See	below:	
 
[Each Sunday 4-5:45PM / One Saturday afternoon 1-5 PM / Three Sunday AM TEACH in November] 
September 8: Christianity: Boring, Untrue and Irrelevant? 
September 15: Who Is Jesus? 
September 22: Why Did Jesus Die? 
September 29: How Can I Be Sure of My Faith? 
October 6: Why and How Should I Read the Bible? 
October 13: Why and How Do I Pray? 
October 20: How Does God Guide Us? 
October 26: Saturday (1:15PM- 3PM)—Who Is the Holy Spirit? 

Saturday (3:15-5PM)—What Does the Holy Spirit Do? 
October 27: Sunday (4-6PM)—How Can I Be Filled With the Holy Spirit?  
November 3:  TEACH Sunday 10:30 AM—How Can I Resist Evil? 
November 3: Sunday (4PM)— Why and How Should I tell Others?  
November 10: NO CLASS KAIROS CLOSING 
November 16: TEACH Sunday 10:30 AM—Does God Heal Today? 
November 16: Sunday (4 pm)---What About the Church? 
November 23 TEACH 10:30 AM—How Do I Make the Most of My Life?  
November 23 Sunday (4 PM) Q&A, 4 PM, followed by Confirmation rehearsal  

  “Everything you ever wanted to ask about God or the Episcopal Church 
     But were afraid to ask” 

December 1: Bishop Sumner’s Visitation-Confirmations, Receptions & Reaffirmations 
  Q&A with the Bishop at TEACH! 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
“Evangelism is to so present Jesus Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit, that 
all people shall come to put their trust in God through Him, to accept Him as 
their Savior and serve Him as their King in the fellowship of the Church.” 

-William	Temple,	Archbishop	of	Canterbury	(1942-44)	



MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THESE AWESOME 
UPCOMING EVENTS IN THE FALL! 

September 20, Friday, 6PM: ANNUAL FISH FRY benefitting our Sharecropper’s 
Community Garden! (Changed from the 13th due to KAIROS team meeting) 
October 5, Saturday, 6PM: BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS & Hot Dog Cookout behind 
the church by the picnic tables! 
October 7, Monday—ADOPT-A-FAMILY GOLF TOURNAMENT (Note date change) 
November 3, Sunday—ALL SAINTS SUNDAY, a major baptismal feast celebrating the 
Communion of Saints. Necrology of faithful departed is remembered at the altar! 
November 10, Sunday—KAIROS CLOSING. Paul Lasiter is heading this one up and many 
St. James folks will be participating. 
December 1, Sunday—BISHOP SUMNER’S ANNUAL VISITATION at St. James!  
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
UPCOMING REGULAR EVENTS TO MARK ON THE CALENDAR!  
Sunday Morning Healing Prayers (8:30 - 8:45 AM Sundays)   
Men’s Group Reunion, 8 AM Tuesday 
Women’s Group Reunion, 9 AM, 1st & 3rd Tuesday 
Weekly Intercessory Prayer Group, 4 PM, Tuesday 
Vestry Meeting, 6PM, 3rd Tuesday, September 17, October 15 
Healing Eucharist, Noon Wednesdays  
Daughters of the King, 4:30 PM, Last Wednesday, Sept 25, Oct 30  
Evening Prayer and Fellowship:  6 PM, Last Wednesday, Sept 25, Oct 30  
Women’s Group Reunion, 11:30AM Thursday at the church 
9 Arts of Spiritual Conversation Class: 1PM, Thursday  
Men’s Bible Study, 6PM Thursdays, starting September on 1st or 2nd Thursday?? 
Angel Food, 7:45 AM, Saturday, September 21 and October 19 
 
 
Office	Hours	&	Contact	Information	 
Monday:  Fr. Randy’s Day off 
Tuesday-Friday: 10 AM - 1 PM 
Saturday:   Office Closed 
Sunday:  8 AM-11:30 AM 
NOTE: Fr. Randy is in the church at many other times as well, but these are simply scheduled 
times he plans to be in the office, though there may be exceptions due to outside appointments 
or pastoral needs. If you don’t see his car, it’s because he often parks in the back near the 
shade. Appointments may certainly be made at other times as necessary.  
FR. RANDY’S EMAIL: soulman4jc@gmail.com; FR. RANDY’S CELL: (830) 481-8290 
CHURCH PHONE: (903) 498-8080;  CHURCH WEBSITE: www.stjamesonthelake.org 
 
 



SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS…	

 3  Tissy Krenek  9 Bill Edens  21 Cathy Richards 
 3  Don Loomis  9 Jim Belich  26 Lindsey Rogers 
 3  Bruce Irwin  10 Dru Boughton  26 Marvin O’Connor 
 4  Judy Evans  17 Doyal Files  29 Lowell Herell 
 4  Ed Trotter   

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES…	

1 Bill and Jo Miniat 

SEPTEMBER MEMORIALS…	

8 Kelly Savage  14 Roy McGlothlin  18 Tate Pittman 
8  Eunice Perkins  15 Vernon Urban  19 Nealie Singletary 
10 Jeanne Irion  16 Mamie Moody  19 Pat Hicks 
11 Gladys Patrick  16 Bubba Weems  25 Carolyn Humphreys 
12 Louis DeRosa  16 Anna Jo Melton  27 Berta Sue Tatum 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS…	

  6  Taylor Golden  10 Ken Green  20 Sherri Benthall  
  6 Dianne Beckman  11 Jeff Singleton  25 Art Langeloh 
  7  Ed Adams  17 Marilyn Denmon  31 Nan Austin 
  8  Annette Jenkins  18 Eli Rogers 

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES…	

1     Art & Georganne Langeloh  6   Ken & Shirley Green 7   Ken & Vicki Vieux 

OCTOBER MEMORIALS…	

1  Reed Adams Lawson 17 Edward Paul Labson 23 Gilbert Drab 
 1  Jimmy Pealman  19 Bruce Miniat  24 Byron J. Whitted 
2 William Belford  20 Casey Horton  25 Doris Richardson 
2  Dorothy Benthall  22 Micheleen Moffitt  26 Roland Bomberger 
12 Virginia Mae Bowser 23 Rick Byron  29 Mabel Conklin 
17 “Julio” Cirilo Huerta Martinez 

 
SUNDAY MORNING MINISTRIES SEPTEMBER… 

	
Date	

	
Greeters	

Altar	
Guild	

	
Acolyte	

	
Prayers	

Lesson	
Reader	

	
Chalice	

Coffee	
Hour	

DOK	
Prayers	

	
Fred	

	
1	

Paul		
and	
Sunny	

Marilyn	
and	

Bonnie	

1-	Carol	
2-Art	

Bill	
Shehee	

Claire	
Stout	

			Bill	
			and	
Gail	
	

Annette	
			Karen	
				Lorna	

Gloria	
Crenshaw	

			Vicki	Vieux	

8	
	

Gloria	
and	
Tissy	

Marilyn	
and	

Bonnie	

1-Kelley	
	2-Sandy	
			

Paul	
Lasiter	

Tina	Wage	 Paul	
and	

DeLois	

Sunny	
Kitty	

Meridel	

Gail	
Beaupre	

Vicki	Vieux	

15	 Mike	
and	

Wendy	

Nancy	
and	

Willene		

	1-Tissy	
	2-Paul	

		Art	
Denmon	

DeLois	B	 Tina	
and	
Bill	

Gail		
Deanna	
Barbara		

Kelley	
Boughton	

Bonnie	Dill	

		22	 Gail		
and	
Kitty	

Nancy	
and	

Willene	

1-Sandy	
2-Mike	

Kelley	B	 Ray	
Brown	

Paul	
and	
Tina	

Susan	D	
Patsy		

				Rita	D	

Karen	
Melton	

Carol	Mayo	

29	 DeLois	
and	
Karen	

Barbara	
and	
Sunny		

1-Carol	
2-Art	

Marian	
Flowers	

Kelley	
Boughton	

Bill		
And	
Gail		

Marian	
Judy	
Gloria	

Annette	
Jenkins	

Paul	Lasiter	

	



SUNDAY MORNING MINISTRIES OCTOBER… 
Remember,	it	will	be	up	to	you	to	get	a	replacement	if	you	cannot	fulfill	your	obligation.	

	
Date	

	
Greeters	

Altar	
Guild	

	
Acolyte	

	
Prayers	

Lesson	
Reader	

	
Chalice	

Coffee	
Hour	

DOK		
Prayers	

	
Fred	

	
6	

Bob		
and	

Annette		

Barbara		
and	
Sunny	

1-Kelley	
	2-Mike	

Carol	
Mayo	

Deanna	
Drab	

Paul	
and	

DeLois	

Dot	I.	
O’Connor	
Isabelle	
Claire	

Marian	
Flowers	

Linda	Shehee	

13	 Marian		
and		
Ray		

Kelley	
and	

Susan	H	

1-Sandy				
2-Paul	

Bill	
Shehee	

Bari	Hart	 Bill		
and	
Tina	

Nancy	B.	
Marilyn	
Shirley	G	

Sunny	
Lasiter	

Carol	Mayo	

20	 Marvin	
and	

Stephanie	

Kelley	
and	

Susan	H		

	1-Tissy	
	2-Mike	

Paul	
Lasiter	

Marian	
Flowers	

Gail	
and	
Paul	

		Annette	
			Karen	
Lorna	

Willene	
Trotter	

Linda	Shehee	

27	 Terry	and	
Susan	D	

Sandy	
and		
Tina	

1-	Carol	
	2-Art	

Art	D	 Annette	
Jenkins	

Bill		
and	

DeLois	

Sunny	
Kitty	

Meridel	

Martha	
Sawyer	

Bonnie	Dill	

 

   A Dabba,  
Dabba,  

Dabba… 
               

                 
 

 


