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FR. MELTON’S MYSTICAL MUSINGS:  

 	 	 	

LIFE is FRAGILE and DEATH is CERTAIN 
As I write this, we just lost a 2nd parishioner in two weeks to an unexpected, 
sudden death. These are the 1st words of Sherri Benthall’s funeral sermon 
last Saturday: “Life is far too fragile to take for granted. But when we don’t 
slow down enough to ponder that truth, we end up doing just that... We’re 
all going to die someday--no way around it. Life is a terminal condition we 
all share. But it often takes a funeral to get our attention.” 
 

All of us will die. It’s true, yet none of us has any idea when. At this stage of 
life, I thank God every morning that I wake up. On the day of Sherri’s death, 
she had no reason to think she wouldn’t wake up the next morning just like 
that one. When Bill Riggs went to bed last night, he was feeling fine. He also 
had no reason to believe he would never live to see the next morning.  But 
an unwelcome visitor happened by to stop both their lives. Death happened.  
 

Sudden, unexpected death is an acute reminder to not take life for granted, 
because we won’t get to enjoy it forever, maybe not even the rest of this 
day….or night. We never know. What do you want to do with your life that 
you’re not doing? What can you do to make the most of this life…this day? 
What can you do with your life that reflects what matters most in life?  



How easy it is to waste the time of our life, time that we’ll never get back. 
It’s not too late to reclaim the joy of living. We do that best by living one 
day at a time, in a way that says we’re ready to die, if it should happen. No 
regrets. Think about what that would mean for you.  
 

I doubt that many people think about death without some degree of anxiety. 
That’s why we are so reluctant to get our affairs in order ahead of time and 
make sure that we know where our pertinent documents are. Where is our 
will, advanced directive, living will, power of attorney, medication list, 
medical history? Can we lay our hands on that? Does anyone else have 
copies or know where it is? In case of emergency, how will the EMT’s access 
it? Is anything on the door of our refrigerator or in our wallet? St. James just 
purchased a defibrillator, hoping that we’ll never need it, but just in case. 
We’re trying to collect some of that information that may never be needed. 
But if it is, having it may save your life.   
 

The next two articles are about Lenten offerings that may help us be better 
prepared for an untimely death (is it ever timely?). Whether unexpected and 
sudden, or lengthy and somewhat predictable, death is rarely welcomed and 
always grieved. I may follow up on these offerings during Easter season with 
some discussions about leaning into our grief in order to heal from love’s 
wounds. As you read the next two articles, prayerfully consider whether or 
not you’re being called to be participate in one or both of the offerings. 
Fr. Randy+ 

 

Getting Our Affairs in Order (6pm, March 24)  
“From dying suddenly and unprepared…good Lord deliver us.” 

Tied closely with the previous article’s theme, is an opportunity to learn how 
to best be prepared for the uncertainty of death whenever it comes. Getting 
our affairs in order helps to alleviate concerns about those we leave behind, 
and helps loved ones make difficult medical decisions on our behalf, if and 
when it becomes necessary, with the assurance that they are following our 
wishes. Will Traxson (owner & funeral director of Hannigan-Smith Funeral 
Home in Athens) will lead an hour-long seminar following our monthly 
Evening Prayer service on TUESDAY (NOT Wednesday), March 24.  
 

We’ll have food and fellowship as usual, along with the opportunity to learn 
more about really important ways to get our temporal affairs in order. Topics 
include pre-arranged funerals, living wills, powers of attorney, advanced 
directives, legacy planning & more! Even if you think you’re totally prepared, 
I hope you’ll come to make sure you’re not leaving anything out. Also during 
Lent, I’ll talk about what it means to get our affairs in order spiritually.  
Fr. Randy+ 
 



LOVE IS STRONGER THAN DEATH 
Death	is	a	topic	that	most	of	us	try	to	avoid	because	we’re	so	very	uncomfortable	with	it.	
This	is	understandable	because	it’s	a	frightful	and	mysterious	reality.	But	we	Christians	
need	to	reclaim	what	our	faith	teaches	about	death	so	that	we	can	lean	into	it	with	hope	
rather	than	fear.	I	will	be	offering	a	5-week	Lenten	study	on	Thursdays	from	1-2:30	PM	
beginning	March	5	through	April	2,	based	on	Peter	Kreeft’s	little	book	“Love	is	Stronger	
Than	Death.”	We	will	examine	the	development	of	various	faces	of	death…as	an	enemy,	
stranger,	friend,	mother	and	lover.	How	we	approach	death,	feel	about	death,	cope	with	
death,	and	actually	die	depends	on	how	we	understand	what	the	mystery	of	death	is	from	a	
Christian	faith	perspective.		Kreeft	says,	“Life	is	either	totally	meaningless	or	totally	
meaningful,	depending	on	what	death	is.”	The	topics	and	dates	will	meet	as	follows:	
	 March	5:	 Death	as	an	Enemy		 	 March	26:	 Death	as	a	Mother	
	 March	12:	 Death	as	a	Stranger	 	 April	2:	 Death	as	a	Lover	
	 March	19:	 Death	as	a	Friend	
This	small	book	is	just	over	100	pages.	You	can	purchase	it	through	www.amazon.com	for	
$15.95	(paperback)	or	$10.99	for	Kindle.	It	was	first	published	by	Ignatius	Press	in	1992.		
I	hope	you’ll	consider	joining	the	discussion	starting	Thursday,	March	5.		
Fr.	Randy+	
 
	

T.E.A.C.H. Discussing “Purpose Driven Life”  
TEACH meets on Sunday from 10:30 to around 11:15. Fr. Randy is currently leading 
a series utilizing Rick Warren’s Purpose Driven Life. We’re alternating video 
presentations with discussion sessions every other Sunday. Video’s are on February 
9, 23, March 8, 22 and April 5, and follow-up discussions are February 16, March 1, 
15, 29 and April 12. Paul Lasiter will be teaching a new class after Easter.  
	
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++	
	

MARDI GRAS Is Almost Here--February 25, 6PM!! 
WOO-HOO!! HURRY!! TICKETS WILL GO FAST AT $15 A POP!! 

Is it Shrove Tuesday, Fat Tuesday or Mardi Gras? YES!! 
....Whatever, it's a Magnificent Meal!! 

Holy	Cajun	Food	Fest	Batman!	 It’s	 that	 time	again!!	YUMMM!!	But	wait!	 Let’s	get	 the	whole	
story	 first!	Shrove	Tuesday	denotes	 the	old	 custom	of	one's	 sins	being	 “shriven”	prior	 to	 the	
Lenten	season	of	fasting	and	prayer.	So	confessions	may	be	heard	by	appointment	on	this	day.	
A	more	familiar	name	for	the	Tuesday	before	Ash	Wednesday	is	“Mardi	Gras,”	a	French	phrase	
translated	 as	 “Fat	 Tuesday,”	 which	 is	 traditionally	 a	 gala	 celebration.	 This	 is	 not	 so	 much	 a	
church	celebration	as	an	opportunity	for	one	last	 indulgent	party	prior	to	the	Lenten	fast,	the	
idea	being	to	rid	the	kitchen	of	all	sweets,	fats	and	rich,	decadent	foods	(the	good	stuff!).		
	



Our	annual	Mardi	Gras	party	(NOT	TO	BE	MISSED!!)	begins	on	Tuesday,	February	25,	at	6	PM,	
with	amazing	Cajun	concoctions	that	promise	to	be	not	only	mouth-watering,	but	bring	a	long	
lasting	smile	of	pleasure	to	every	face!	If	you’ve	never	been,	check	out	what	you’re	in	for:	
	

Food	includes	gumbo--shrimp,	crab,	sausage;	chicken	and	sausage	jambalaya;	seafood	boil	-	
shrimp,	crab,	corn	on	the	cob,	okra,	potatoes,	artichokes;	and	goodness	knows	what	else!		
Oh	yeah,	bread	pudding.		The	main	ingredients	are	cooked	outside	on	fish	fry	flame	and	in	a	
"huge"	pot	-	taken	inside	by	a	couple	of	big	strong	guys	and	dumped	on	top	of	a	round	table	
(covered	with	newspaper	and	floor-taped	with	plastic)	-	The	country	club	doesn't	even	plan	
anything	for	that	night	'cause	they	are	all	at	St.	James.	Come	and	share	the	feast!	
	

Help	 is	always	welcome	wherever	you	are	able!	Contact	Nancy	or	Sunny	 to	see	how	you	can	
help	with	set	up,	take	down,	cooking,	serving	or	selling	tickets!	Get	the	word	out	to	your	friends	
and	neighbors	by	either	selling	tickets	or	buying	them	and	giving	them	away.	All	profits	benefit	
our	parish	outreach.	Tickets	are	a	bargain	at	$15	apiece.	But	 there	are	only	125	and	 they	go	
fast,	especially	in	the	community.	Best	deal	anywhere!!	Call	Sunny	for	tickets	or	purchase	them	
at	church	starting	this	Sunday!	Procrastinators	beware!	Don’t	hesitate	and	miss	out!	
 
 

Ash Wednesday, February 26, Noon & 6 PM 
Ash	Wednesday	begins	a	40-day	spiritual	wilderness	journey	called	Lent.	The	Book	of	Common	
Prayer	describes	it	as	one	of	only	two	days	of	strict	fasting	(except	when	prohibited	for	medical	
reasons).	Good	Friday	is	the	other	day.	Ashes	are	smudged	on	our	foreheads	in	the	sign	of	the	
cross	as	a	 sign	of	mortality,	humility	before	God,	 repentance	of	 sins,	prayerful	 reflection	and	
self-examination	 of	 our	 conscience.	 Ash	Wednesday	 begins	 the	 spiritual	 rhythm	of	 Lent	 that		
draws	us	closer	to	our	Lord	as	we	seek	to	receive	God's	grace	through	Jesus.	We	will	use	the	
more	penitential	Rite	1	Eucharistic	prayers,	and	will	offer	two	opportunities	to	receive	ashes	on	
Ash	Wednesday:	Noon	or	6	PM.	The	Church	in	her	wisdom	calls	us	to	participate	in	a	Holy	Lent	
as	a	time	to	feed	our	souls	with	the	food	of	Life.	As	always,	bring	a	friend!	
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

What is Lent? 
Lent	is	the	most	penitential	season	of	holiness	in	the	Church	Year,	preparing	us	spiritually	
for	the	celebration	of	Jesus’	resurrection	40	days	later.	Christians	are	expected	to	set	aside	
time	for	 increased	personal	devotion,	prayer,	 fasting,	Bible	reading,	meditative	reflection,	
self-examination	of	conscience,	confessing,	repenting	of	sins	and	receiving	forgiveness	from	
the	Lord.	Focusing	on	 Jesus’	crucifixion	helps	create	an	awareness	of	 the	gift	of	 salvation	
that	 is	we	often	 take	 for	granted.	We	use	 this	 time	 to	 fast	on	certain	days	 in	order	 to	be	
more	attentive	to	our	spiritual	nature.	We	may	choose	to	abstain	from	certain	rich	foods	as	
a	means	of	simplifying	our	diets,	taking	better	care	of	our	bodies,	which	are	the	temple	of	
the	Holy	Spirit,	and	identifying	with	the	poor	and	the	hungry.	Fasting	is	primarily	a	prayer	
exercise	drawing	us	to	acknowledge	God	as	Lord	of	our	heart,	by	giving	priority	to	feeding	
our	souls	over	indulging	our	appetites.		
	



	
Lent	 slows	us	 down	 so	we	 can	 listen	 to	God.	All	 Sundays	 are	 resurrection	 feast	 days.	 So	
even	in	Lent,	Sundays	are	not	technically	counted	among	the	40	days	of	self-denial	between	
Ash	Wednesday	and	Easter	Sunday,	yet	 they	 retain	a	penitential	 character	 to	 remind	 the	
Body	of	Christ	gathered	that	humility	&	repentance	are	the	keys	to	living	in	God’s	Kingdom.		
	
	
Lenten Stations of the Cross Every Friday 
Each	Friday	 in	Lent	at	noon	 (February	28	–	April	10)	 this	popular	Lenten	devotion	 follows	 the	
last	steps	of	Jesus’	journey	to	the	cross.	We	gather	with	prayerful	intentions	for	the	Lord	to	fill	
us	with	grace	to	follow	the	way	of	Jesus	as	we	strive	to	take	up	our	own	cross,	deny	ourselves	
and	follow	him.	The	devotion	takes	about	25	minutes,	and	is	a	worthwhile	substitute	for	Friday	
lunch	 by	 feeding	 us	 spiritually	 rather	 than	 physically.	 The	 tradition	 to	 abstain	 from	meat	 on	
Lenten	Fridays	helps	us	recall	the	gift	of	Good	Friday,	the	day	Jesus	was	crucified	for	our	sins.		
	
	

Lenten Rule of Life  
Cultivate healthy thoughts because thoughts determine our behavior 
Consider	adding	these	things	to	your	Rule	of	Life	in	Lent:	
¥	 Attend	worship	more	regularly	
¥	 Give	up	a	bad	habit	and	replace	it	with	a	good	habit	
¥	 Read	a	chapter	a	day	from	one	of	the	gospels	
¥	 Pray	5	minutes	daily	from	one	of	the	family	devotions	from	the	BCP	(p.137-140)	
¥	 Call	friends	who	aren't	present	at	church	to	see	how	they're	doing	
¥	 Speak	words	of	kindness	and	encouragement,	not	criticism	and	judgment	
¥	 Try	on	a	new	ministry	with	a	heart	to	“give”	and	not	just	“receive”	
¥	 Focus	on	developing	a	heart	of	GRATITUDE	rather	than	complaint	in	all	things		
¥	 Be	a	prayer	champion	for	a	particular	person	and/or	pray	daily	for	your	parish	family		
¥	 Invite	and	offer	to	bring	a	friend	to	worship	or	a	church	event	
¥	 Ask	the	Holy	Spirit	to	let	compassion,	forgiveness,	mercy	&	love	flow	in	your	life		
¥	 Focus	on	seeing	the	good	and	positive	in	people	and	in	life!		
	 And	Remember:	Thoughts	determine	behavior!			
 
 

WHAT IS HOLY WEEK? (April 5-12)  
Holy Week is the Church's way to help us engage in the last week of Jesus' 
life, from his triumphal entry into Jerusalem, to the last supper with his 
disciples, his agony in the garden and ultimate betrayal, his unjust trial, and 
subsequent suffering, torture, crucifixion and death, all of which prepare us 
for the Day of the Empty Tomb. Following Jesus’ footsteps throughout this 
week promises a profound impact on our Easter experience. The opportunity 
to be formed in the shape of Jesus’ cross allows us to celebrate a deeper, 
more powerful resurrection. 
 
 
 



THE SUNDAY OF THE PASSION (April 5)  
Palm Sunday is the Sunday before Easter. Since ancient times, it’s been devoted 
to special events of our Lord’s Passion (suffering)—it used to be called “Passion” 
Sunday. The long Gospel Passion narrative is the focus on this day. This year it’s 
the Passion of Our Lord according to St. Matthew. During the 4th century, the 
Jerusalem Church commemorated Jesus’ triumphal entry by instituting a solemn 
procession from the Mount of Olives to the main church of the city. The custom of 
such a procession of palms soon spread to other churches in Christendom, and 
became a regular preface to the Liturgy, as the name changed to Palm Sunday.  
Liturgy of the Palms: Weather permitting, we gather before the service by 
the picnic tables, where palms are blessed and distributed. We then process 
around the church to our pews.  If it’s raining, we meet in the parish hall.  Once 
inside the church, the altar party continues the procession as the congregation 
sings “All Glory, Laud, and Honor, to Thee Redeemer King!” This procession 
symbolizes the aforementioned Jerusalem procession in that it is a joyful one! 
THEN, the mood changes abruptly as we're quickly snatched from that ever so 
short-lived glory of Our Lord. We're now drawn to hear again in detail those 
events summarized in the middle of the Creeds, as the words “crucified, suffered, 
buried,” create a cruel contrast with the exaltation just expressed.  

Passion Gospel: The Gospel is read in parts at this service to allow the 
congregation to participate more fully in this drama of redemption. We are both 
the cheerers and the crucifiers of our Lord at different times, which reflect our 
fickle inner nature that Jesus came to redeem.  
 
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY, April 9, 6 PM 
Foot-Washing, Communion, Stripping, Vigil and more…  
Foot Washing (Part 1):  
The name “maundy” comes from “mandate” or “commandment” Thursday due to its 
emphasis on Jesus’ mandates to his disciples. Maundy Thursday is the day before 
Jesus’ crucifixion. On the night before he was betrayed, he shared a last supper 
with his disciples, thought by many to be a Passover meal. During this last supper, 
Jesus washed the disciples’ feet. Foot-washing powerfully symbolizes the servant 
nature Jesus demands of each disciple at the last supper. After washing their 
feet, he says, “As I have done to you, so you are to do to one another.” For those 
who wish to do likewise, an opportunity is offered just prior to Holy Communion.   



Followed by Institution of Holy Communion (Part 2) 
The Institution of the Holy Eucharist is then observed. It is “on the night in which 
he is betrayed,” that Jesus identifies the bread and wine of the Passover meal 
with his body and blood signifying a reinterpretation of the Passover lamb and 
unleavened bread, as he commands his disciples to “Do this in remembrance of me.” 
The Holy Eucharist is the most identifiably Christian form of sacramental worship 
from the time of the first apostolic Church through today. Since that 1st Maundy 
Thursday, there has never been a time that it’s not the primary means of worship 
for Christians who follow the Apostolic Tradition. St. Paul refers to it in his first 
letter to the Corinthians 11:23-25.  
The Stripping of the Altar (Part 3)  
Following Communion, Psalm 22 is said with the congregation as the altar is stripped 
of all its appointments. Our joyful recollection of the institution of the Lord’s 
Supper gives way to prayerful meditation on the events of the next day, Good 
Friday. The priest leaves the sanctuary with the Sacramental Body of Christ and 
processes to the Altar of Repose (the Garden of Gethsemane) from the main altar 
in silence. The persons who signed up for the 1st time slot on the “watch” join the 
procession, and as soon as the Blessed Sacrament is placed on the Altar of Repose, 
take up their vigil.  Everyone leaves the church in silence---PLEASE---in silence. 
Regarding the Vigil at the Garden of Repose (Part 4)  
Before the Last Supper was over, Judas Iscariot left to betray Jesus. And after 
this last meal with his friends, Jesus goes to the Garden of Gethsemane to pray in 
anguish about what is to soon happen. He takes his disciples and asks them to also 
pray. Jesus’ sacramental presence, usually reserved in the sanctuary, is taken to 
the Altar of Repose, symbolizing the Garden of Gethsemane. The garden is set up 
in the conference room, where a vigil is kept until midnight. Parishioners are asked 
to consider taking an hour of the vigil, in response to Jesus' words to his disciples, 
“Could you not say awake with me for one hour?” Any number of people may sign up 
for any given time. Fr. Randy will be in his office until the end of the vigil. A sign up 
schedule of hours will be posted at the entrance of the church on Palm Sunday.  
 

Please do not leave the Sacrament unattended during the Vigil. If you must leave 
and the next person has not arrived, please get Fr. Randy to take your place. Also, 
keep in mind during your time at the watch that you are spending this time with the 
Lord. So please observe silence and do not visit! At midnight, the Blessed 
Sacrament will be taken away as Jesus’ betrayer is upon him. Jesus is arrested, 
taken to the religious and secular authorities, where he is given an illegal trial, 
scourged, mocked and beaten.   



We are left with a very empty and lonely feeling, similar to how his disciples must 
have felt, in a sense, “the Real Absence,” ...a time of confusion and fearfulness. The 
next day, Good Friday, Jesus will carry his own cross to the site of his crucifixion. 
This promises to be a deeply emotional and moving experience. Please make every 
effort to be a part of it. 
 

GOOD FRIDAY (God ’s Friday) ,  April 10 
This day is called “Good” in spite of the crime perpetrated and the suffering 
endured on the original day, because the redemption of all humankind was brought 
about as the Divine Life of Jesus is offered for all people forever.  “Good” Friday 
is a derivative of “God’s” Friday, the Christian Day of Atonement, our Day of 
reconciliation with God. This is a day of strict fasting (page 17 of the BCP). In fact, 
all Fridays in Lent are traditionally fasting days in remembrance of Good Friday, 
the day that Jesus was crucified for our sins.   
The Noon Hour: (Traditionally, the hour Jesus was hung on the cross) 
We pray the “Stations of the Cross,” following Jesus as he carryies his cross from 
the judgment seat of Pilate to his crucifixion on Golgotha to his burial place. 
Sacramental Absolution: This is an especially appropriate time to examine our 
conscience & make a confession in anticipation of Easter. Fr. Randy will be available 
to hear confessions at the altar from 4:30-5:15 PM on this day, or by appointment. 
If you need assistance is preparing a confession, contact Fr. Randy.  
Good Friday Liturgy. April 10, 6 PM: We participate in that event that 
expresses both the ultimate powers of chaos & evil, and the ultimate expression of 
God’s love for us. We will share a powerful corporate act of forgiveness with one 
another (a rite borrowed from the Orthodox Church). The church is empty of all 
the usual symbolism. We begin worship with prolonged silence. The solemn collects 
are prayed & the cross is venerated as the means of our salvation, as we’re given an 
opportunity to lay our burdens with grateful hearts at the foot of the cross.  
 

The Holy Eucharist is never celebrated on this day. Pre-sanctified bread only from 
the Maundy Thursday celebration is brought to the altar and consumed by the 
faithful.  It’s an odd and incomplete sort of communion because it’s an odd and 
incomplete kind of day. With the consumption of the Lord’s sacramental Body in 
the pre-sanctified bread, the church building is again left without the sacramental 
presence of Christ. It seems strangely empty and hollow, and we're able to share 
some of the emptiness of the apostles who knew that Christ was dead and buried.  
The service ends with 33 bell tolls commemorating the years of Jesus’ life. After 
the bell tolls, we leave the church in absolute silence – PLEASE – in silence. 



RESURRECTION SUNDAY, April 12, 9AM 
The Easter Day Festival Eucharist is celebrated at 9 AM. This is the apex of all 
Christian feasts because without the resurrection, our faith is futile and our hope 
is in vain. Without the resurrection, we're still in our sins. Resurrection truth is 
the foundation upon which the Christian faith stands or falls. God has overcome 
the last enemy, death, and won the final battle over Sin and evil. This is the day 
when the “Alleluias” reappear, which means “Praise to the Lord!” Christ is Risen! 
God's victory dance over Sin, evil, death and Satan! As the ancient Burial Office 
anthem says, “Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, and 
giving life to those in the tomb!” Traditionally, worshipers bring small bells (or 
keys) to ring after the Easter acclamation (Alleluia, Christ is Risen!) during 
the singing of the Gloria! 
Flowering of the Resurrection Cross: Everyone is invited to bring flowers on 
Easter Day to decorate the Resurrection Cross prior to the worship service. 
Easter Egg Hunt takes place during Sunday School time at 9AM. 
 
 

EASTER AGAPE MEAL, April 29, 6 PM 
Our second annual Easter Agape includes wine and lamb with special readings and 
prayers that belongs to our Easter tradition. This is a joyful festive meal that 
celebrates our Easter themes. The Easter Agape follows our monthly Evening 
Prayer worship on the last Wednesday of April!  Mark your calendars for 
Wednesday, April 29 at 6 PM. More on this later.  
 
 

Office	Hours	&	Contact	Information	 
Monday:  Fr. Randy’s Day off 
Tuesday-Friday: 10 am - 1:00 pm 
Saturday:   Office Closed 
NOTE: Fr. Randy is in the church at many other times as well, but these are simply scheduled 
times he plans to be in the office, though there may be exceptions due to outside appointments 
or pastoral needs. Appointments may certainly be made at other times if necessary.  
FR. RANDY’S EMAIL: soulman4jc@gmail.com; FR. RANDY’S CELL: (830) 481-8290 
CHURCH PHONE: (903) 498-8080;  CHURCH WEBSITE: www.stjamesonthelake.org 
 
 
 

**Fr. Randy will be on vacation from April 14-28** 
 
 
 



A Brief Pastoral Reflection on Hope After Death 
 

The hope of the past, present and future is always hidden in God’s eternal 
changelessness, where all the limitations of time and space are held together 
in Jesus Christ. The Church far exceeds our mind’s ability to comprehend, as 
it extends both in and beyond time and space. This glorious Body of Christ is 
God’s great assembly of those who love him, one undivided Church, united by 
the headship of our Lord Jesus and bound together by the Holy Spirit to 
glorify the Father. 
 

We’re only separated by the limits of our own minds and our own experience 
of time and space. Heaven ultimately has no such limitations. The Kingdom of 
Heaven is at hand here and now, as well as in the realm of eternity. Those on 
the other side of the Resurrection see clearly what we still struggle to see 
with eyes of faith. Yet we remain closely united to one another in Christ on 
both sides of that thin veil of separation, where love and prayer for one 
another never cease.  
 

Heaven is the continual orientation of our lives to God’s presence, whichever 
side of the Resurrection we happen to be living. For this we were created 
and this is the source of our ultimate joy. Thus, as Christians we believe that 
in death our life has changed not ended….dramatically changed!   
 

In death, we pray to be enveloped in Jesus’ merciful arms as the healing love 
of his perpetual Light shines upon us. We will enjoy the welcome of the vast 
company of heaven as we are taken by Jesus to a room prepared just for us, 
where we await our renewed body, designed to live for eternity and never 
again experience pain or suffering, but only joy and peace in the presence of 
Him who is Resurrection and Life! 
 

The mystery of God is infinitely deep and without limit. Yet we are drawn to 
participate in that mystery from the day we are conceived, for all eternity. 
We were made to know, love, serve, glorify and enjoy the very depths of the 
divine mystery forever in the persons of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 
 

—Fr. Randy+ 
 



UPCOMING EVENTS TO CALENDAR!  
UPCOMING EVENTS TO CALENDAR!  
Sunday	Morning	Healing	Prayers	at	altar	(8:30	-	8:45	AM	Sundays)			
Sunday	Morning	Eucharist,	9	AM	(followed	by	food	&	fellowship)	
T.E.A.C.H.	(10:30	to	11AM	Sunday	Morning	Adult	Bible	Study)	
Weekly	Prayer	Group,	Tuesdays,	4:00	PM	at	Church	
Mardi	Gras,	6PM,	Tuesday,	February	25		
Ash	Wednesday,	Noon	&	6PM	on	February	26	(No	Evening	Prayer	&	Fellowship	in	Feb)	
Noon	Healing	Eucharist	each	Wednesday	(except	Ash	Wednesday)	
DOK	Officer	Installation:	Sunday,	9AM	Eucharist	
DOK	Monthly	Meeting,	4:30PM	Sunday,	March	1,	and	Wednesday,	March	25	&	Apr	29		
Evening	Prayer,	Parish	Dinner	&	Lenten	Program	on	“Getting	Our	Affairs	in	Order	

	6PM	on	TUESDAY,	March	24		
Men’s	Group	Reunion,	Tuesday,	8:00	AM		
Tuesday	Women’s	Group	Reunion,	1st	and	3rd	Tuesday	at	9	AM	at	Church	
Thursday	Women’s	Group	Reunion,	Thursday,	11	AM	at	Melton’s	house		
Angel	Food	Deliveries,	Third	Saturday,	starting	at	7:45	AM	
Vestry	Meeting,	3rd	Tuesdays	at	6:00	PM,	March	17		&	April	21	
Palm	Sunday:		9	AM	on	April	5,	Sunday,	Blessing	&	Procession	of	Palms	
Maundy	Thursday:	6	PM	on	April	9,	Foot	Washing,	Strip	Altar,	Garden	of	Repose	
Good	Friday	Liturgy:	6	PM	on	April	10,		
Easter	Festival	Resurrection	Celebration:	9	AM	on	Sunday	Morning	
Easter	Agape	Meal:	6	PM,	Last	Wednesday,	April	29,	after	Evening	Prayer	
 

 
	
	

MARCH BIRTHDAYS…	
2	 Stephanie	O’Connor	 11	 James	Mashburn	 26	 Wendy	Horton	
5	 LaVonne	Fryar		 16	 Jim	Cavan	 	 26	 Claire	Stout	
7	 Patsy	Miller	 	 24	 Jacob	Morgason	 27	 Ken	Vieux	
8	 Marian	Flowers	 24	 Martha	Sawyers	
10	 Glen	Stout	 	 26	 Rita	Files	
	

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES…	
NONE	
	
MARCH MEMORIALS…	
2	 Dee	Hale	 	 9	 Frances	Beaupre	 22	 Eris	Allsup	
4	 Ned	Nellinger			 12	 Gilbert	Drab	 	 22	 Bob	Richards	
5	 Evelyn	Gallatin	 15	 Betty	Mae	Simmons	 24	 Hugo	Krenek	
5	 Justin	Smith	 	 16	 Elizabeth	Campbell	 24	 Martha	Golden	
7	 Bob	Blackman		 17	 Leta	Brooks	 	 28	 Alva	Lee	Campbell	
7	 Frances	Reeves	 21	 Jim	Clendenon	



	
	
APRIL BIRTHDAYS…	
2	 Exex	Evans	 	 12	 Gloria	Crenshaw	 22	 Meridel	Clement	
4	 Nancy	Barton	 	 13	 Susan	Dahlman	 25	 Adriana	Gowan	
4	 Kelley	Boughton	 17	 Susan	Huffman	 26	 Rebecca	Williams	
6	 Deanna	Drab	 	 19	 Sunny	Lasiter	
	
APRIL ANNIVERSARIES…	
18	 Mike	and	Wendy	Horton	 	 	
24		 Clayton	and	Martha	Sawyers	 	 	 	
	
APRIL MEMORIALS…	
1	 Gloria	Shackelford	 	 22	 Charlene	Wingate		 	 	
4	 Nick	Lasiter	 	 	 22	 Jack	Melton	 	
8	 Thomas	Ralph	Tunnell		 24	 Elinor	Wascher	 	 	
11	 Lois	Fyke	 	 	 24		 C.P.	Shelton	 	
16	 Shirley	Brown	
	

 
DOK Priest Prayers-MARCH AND APRIL  
March 1 Marian Flowers  April 5 Willene Beaupre  
March 8 Martha Sawyer  April 12 Bonnie Dill 
March 15 Kelley Boughton  April 19 Karen Melton 
March 22 Sunny Lasite r  April 26 Gail Beaupre 
March 29 Tina Wage 
 
 

Maundy Thursday & Good Friday Schedule 
MAUNDY THURSDAY   GOOD FRIDAY 

DOK PRAYER Annette Jenkins    DeLois Bomberger 
GREETERS  Art & Marilyn Denmon   Mike & Wendy Horton 
ALTAR GUILD Linda Shehee & Rita Files   Linda Shehee & Rita Files 
ACOLYTE  Kelley Boughton & Mike Horton   Carol Mayo 
READER  Karen Melton    Sunny Lasiter 
LEM   Paul Lasiter & Tina Wage   NONE 
FRED   Carol Mayo     Bonnie Dill 
 



SUNDAY MORNING MINISTRIES MARCH 
Remember,	it	will	be	up	to	you	to	get	a	replacement	if	you	cannot	fulfill	your	obligation.	

	
Date	

	
Greeters	

Altar	
Guild	

	
Acolyte	

	
Prayers	

Lesson	
Reader	

	
Chalice	

Coffee	
Hour	

Sunday	
School	

	
Fred	

	
1	

DeLois	
and	Karen	

Susan	D	
and	
Kitty	

1.	Kelley	
2.	Mike	

Marian	 Jeff	 Paul	
Tina	

Annette	
Susan	D	
Lorna	

	 Carol	

8	
	

Tissy	and	
Gloria	

	Susan	D	
and	
Kitty	

1.	Carol	
2.	Art	

Kelley	 Claire	 Bill	
DeLois	

Gail	Deanna	
Barbara	A	

	 Paul	

15	 Marian	
and	Ray	

Deanna	
and	
Karen	

1.	Tissy	
2.	Sandy	

Mike	 Tina	 Bill	
Gail	

Nancy		Marilyn	
Shirley	G	

	 Linda	

		22	 Terry	and	
Susan	

Deanna	
and	
Karen		

1.	Tissy	
2.	Mike	

Marvin		 Kelley	 Paul	
Tina	

Dot,	Bruce,	
Isabelle	Claire	

	 Bonnie	

29	
DOK	
Prov	
7	

Charlie	
and	Rita	

Marilyn	
and	

Bonnie	

1.Kelley	
2.	Mike	

Art		 Ray	 Paul	
Gail	

Sunny	
Kitty	
Meridel	

	 Vicki	

 
SUNDAY MORNING MINISTRIES APRIL… 
Remember,	it	will	be	up	to	you	to	get	a	replacement	if	you	cannot	fulfill	your	obligation.	

	
Date	

	
Greeters	

Altar	
Guild	

	
Acolyte	

	
Prayers	

Lesson	
Reader	

	
Chalice	

Coffee	
Hour	

Sunday	
School	

	
Fred	

	
5	

Phillip		
and		
Kelley	

Marilyn	
and	

Bonnie	

T-Paul	
1.	Sandy	
2.	Mike		 	

Carol	 Terry	D	 Bill	
DeLois	

Annette	
Susan	D	
Lorna	

	 Vicki	

12	 Bob	and	
Annette	

Sandy	
and		
Tina	

T.	Paul		
1.	Carol	
2.	Art	

Kelley	 Deanna	 DeLois	
	Bill	

Gail,	
Deanna,	
Barbara	

	 Linda	

19	 Gail	and	
Kitty	

Sandy	
and		
Tina	

1.	Carol	
2.	Art	

Marvin	 Annette	 Gail	
Paul	

Nancy		
Marilyn	
Shirley	G	

	 Gloria	

26	 Marvin	
and	

Stephanie	

Susan	D	
and	
Kitty	

1.	Sandy	
2.	Kelley	

Mike	 Bob			 Bill	
Tina	

Dot,	Bruce,	
Isabelle	
Claire	

	 Paul	

 
WHAT’S THAT YOU SAY PORKY?? 
       WHAT?  SAY AGAIN….. 



	

	
	 	 LOOKING	UP																							REACHING	OUT																							GATHERING	IN	
	

  A Dabba,  
Dabba,  

Dabba… 

                 


